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European Security at Twenty Five. 
 
As the new editors of European Security, we would like to take this opportunity to outline the 
key aims and themes of the journal going forward, as we publish the first issue of the twenty-
fifth volume. We take over at a critical juncture in European security, rather like the moment 
the founding editors established the journal at the end of the Cold War in an atmosphere of 
hope for a more peaceful European future. Rather than hope however, we now find a ‘ring of 
fire’ surrounding Europe with crises in Ukraine, Syria, Iraq and the Sahel to name a few. As 
we write, one of the largest movements of people since the end of the Second World War is 
taking place, as refugees from these countries amongst others move to safer environments. 
Whether the security challenges are old or new, a European response has never been more 
needed. Yet Europe appears to be struggling in its attempts to deal with these crises, be it 
through the EU, NATO or other mechanisms. 
 
Twenty five years ago the first editors of this journal stated that the, ‘challenges and 
opportunities are great as Europe seeks to put an end to the divisions of four decades of 
militarized Cold War and to build a secure peace and general prosperity for the entire continent’ 
(The Editors, 1992: 1). The EU and NATO enlargements to Central and Eastern Europe as well 
as European engagement in the Balkans along with the US through NATO were the 
culmination of this. However peace beyond these boundaries has proved elusive. Europe may 
have enjoyed a peace dividend at the end of the Cold War but this was short lived with the 
collapse of the former Yugoslavia and now new external and internal threats impact on 
Europe’s security. At a time of economic austerity, Europe’s ability to react has been 
diminished. Finding new opportunities to engage with actors in Europe’s neighbourhood has 
however never been more necessary. The new challenges are just as great and Europe is once 
again tasked with responding to them. 
 
We will continue the European forum for debate which the first editors set out to create and 
which has brought a successful quarter decade of this journal. European Security has also 
diversified to reflect the broadening of the definition of security in the wider academy and new 
theoretical and methodological innovations. Looking at recent articles, we have seen 
approaches ranging from post-structuralism to realism, both quantitative and qualitative 
analysis and a range of topics from migration to more traditional defence policy analysis. We 
remain committed to theoretical and methodological pluralism in European Security. From 
recent policy discussions, we see emerging security challenges such as cyber, piracy, the 
relations between internal and external security, the role of gender, environmental and energy 
challenges as well as more traditional understandings of security. In turn the submissions to 
European Security reflect this growing diversity in the policy debate.  
 
Nevertheless the three axes which the previous editor David Galbreath (2009) outlined as the 
original basis for the journal remain relevant to this day. The future of the transatlantic security 
architecture continues to be a European concern particularly considering the US pivot to Asia. 
The need to engage with scholars in Eastern Europe remains a priority given the urgent need 
for a better understanding between the EU, NATO and Russia. The geo-political questions and 
their institutional solutions that interested the founding editors still remain open today. Finally 
a dialogue between scholars and practitioners remains important. At a time when there appears 
to be a growing separation between the two, we are committed to enabling dialogue wherever 
possible.  
 
We take over a flourishing journal with a growing number of readers. The hard work of David 
Galbreath has done much to raise the profile of European Security over the last six years and 
we will continue this endeavour. The diversity of this issue alone underscores the breadth and 
health of the discipline. We look forward to working with the editorial board, our publishers 
Taylor and Francis and above all our contributors. European security remains a highly 
significant field of study and as the journal begins on its second quarter century we remain 
confident that the journal will continue to offer a forum for debate between all interested 
parties.  
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